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     …“You cannot be the Man,” Herman Basket said.  “You are only on the sister’s side.  And the Man has 
a brother and a son.” 
     “That’s right,” Doom said.  “But if I were the Man, I would give Craw-ford those black people.  I would 
give Herman something, too.  For every black man I gave Craw-ford, I would give Herman a horse, if I 
were Man.” 
     “Craw-ford only wants this woman,” Herman Basket said. 
     “I would give Herman six horses, anyway,” Doom said.  “But maybe the Man has already given Herman 
a horse.” 
     “No,” Herman Basket said.  “My ghost [conscience] is still walking.” 
     It took them three days to reach the Plantation.  They camped on the road at night.  Herman Basket said 
that they did not talk. 
     They reached the Plantation on the third day.  He said that the Man was not very glad to see Doom, even 
though Doom brought a present of candy for the Man’s son.  Doom had something for all his kinfolk, even 
for the Man’s brother.  The Man’s brother lived by himself in a cabin by the creek.  His name was 
Sometimes-Wakeup.  Sometimes the People took him food.  The rest of the time they didn’t see him.  
Herman Basket told how he and pappy went with Doom to visit Sometimes-Wakeup in his cabin.  It was at 
night, and Doom told Herman Basket to close the door.  Then Doom took the puppy from pappy and set it 
on the floor and made a bullet of bread and New Orleans salt [poisoned] for Sometimes-Wakeup to see 
how it worked.  When they left, Herman Basket said how Sometimes-Wakeup burned a stick and covered 
his head with the blanket. 
     That was the first night that Doom was at home.  On the next day Herman Basket told how the Man 
began to act strange at his food, and died before the doctor could get there and burn sticks.  When the 
Willow-Bearer went to fetch the Man’s son and tell him that he was to be the Man, they found that he had 
acted strange and then died too. 
     “Now Sometimes-Wakeup will have to be the Man,” pappy said. 
     So the Willow-Bearer went to fetch Sometimes-Wakeup to come and be the Man.  The Willow-Bearer 
came back soon. “Sometimes-Wakeup does not want to be the Man,” the Willow-Bearer said. “He is sitting 
in his cabin with his head in his blanket.” 
     “Then Ikkemotubbe will have to be the Man,” pappy said. 



     So Doom was the Man.  But Herman Basket said that pappy’s ghost would not be easy.  Herman Basket 
said he told pappy to give Doom a little time.  “I am still walking,” Herman Basket said. 
     “But this is a serious matter with me,” pappy said. 
     He said that at last pappy went to Doom, before the Man and his son had entered the earth, before the 
eating and the horse-racing were over.  “What woman?” Doom said. 
     “You said that when you were the Man,” pappy said.  Herman Basket said that Doom looked at pappy 
but that pappy was not looking at Doom. 
     “I think you don’t trust me,” Doom said.  Herman Basket said how pappy did not look at Doom. “I think 
you still believe that that puppy was sick,” Doom said.  “Think about it.” 
     Herman Basket said that pappy thought. 
     “What do you think now?” Doom said. 
     But Herman Basket said that pappy still did not look at Doom.  “I think it was a well dog,” pappy said. 
 
     At last the eating and the horse-racing were over and the Man and his son had entered the earth.  Then 
Doom said, “Tomorrow we will go and fetch the steamboat.”  Herman Basket told how Doom had been 
talking about the steamboat ever since he became Man, and about how the House was not big enough.  So 
that evening Doom said, “Tomorrow we will got and fetch the steamboat that died in the river.” 
     Herman Basket said how the steamboat was twelve miles away, and that it could not even swim in the 
water.  So the next morning there was no one in the Plantation except Doom and the black people.  He told 
how it took Doom all that day to find the People.  Doom used the dogs, and he found some of the People in 
hollow logs in the creek bottom.  That night he made all the men sleep in the House.  He kept the dogs in 
the House, too. 
     Herman Basket told how he heard Doom and pappy talking in the dark.  “I don’t think you trust me,” 
Doom said. 
     “I trust you,” pappy said. 
     “That is what I would advise,” Doom said. 
     “I wish you could advise that to my ghost,” pappy said. 
     The next morning they went to the steamboat.  The women and the black people walked.  The men rode 
in the wagons, with Doom following behind with the dogs. 
     The steamboat was lying on its side on the sand-bar.  When they came to it, thee were three white men 
on it.  “Now we can go back home,” pappy said. 
     But Doom talked to the white men.  “Does this steamboat belong to you?” Doom said. 
     “It does not belong to you,” the white men said.  And though they had guns, Herman Basket said they 
did not look like men who would own a boat. 
     “Shall we kill them?” he said to Doom.  But he said that Doom was still talking to the men on the 
steamboat. 
     “What will you give for it?” the white men said. 
     “It is dead,” Doom said.  “It’s not worth much.” 
     “Will you give ten black people?” the white men said. 
     “All right,” Doom said.  “Let the black people who came with me from the Big River come forward.”  
They came forward, the five men and the woman.  “Let four more black people come forward.”  Four more 
came forward.  “You are now to eat of the corn of those white men yonder,” Doom said.  “May it nourish 
you.”  The white men went away, the ten black people following them.  “Now,” Doom said, “let us make 
the steamboat get up and walk.” 
     Herman Basket said that he and pappy did not go into the river with the others, because pappy said to go 
aside and talk.  They went aside.  Pappy talked, but Herman Basket said that he said he did not think it was 
right to kill white men, but pappy said how they could fill the white men with rocks and sink them in the 
river and nobody would find them.  So Herman Basket said they overtook the three white men and the ten 
black people, then they turned back toward the boat.  Just before they came to the steamboat, pappy said to 
the black men: “Go on to the Man.  Go and help make the steamboat get up and walk. I will take this 
woman on home.” 
     “This woman is my wife,” one of the black men said.  “I want her to stay with me.” 
     “Do you want to be arranged in the river with rocks in your inside too?” pappy said to the black man. 
     “Do you want to be arranged in the river yourself?” the black man said to pappy.  “There are two of you 
and nine of us.” 



     Herman Basket said that pappy thought.  Then pappy said, “Let us go to the steamboat and help the 
Man.” 
     They went to the steamboat.  But Herman Basket said that Doom did not notice the ten black people 
until it was time to return to the Plantation.  Herman Basket told how Doom looked at the black people, 
then looked at pappy.  “It seems that the white men did not want these black people,” Doom said. 
     “So it seems,” pappy said. 
     “The white men went away, did they?” Doom said. 
     “So it seems,” pappy said. 
     Herman Basket told how every night Doom would make all the men sleep in the House, with the dogs in 
the House too, and how each morning they would return to the steamboat in the wagons.  The wagons 
would not hold everybody, so after the second day the women stayed at home.  But it was three days before 
Doom noticed that pappy was staying at home too.  Herman Basket said that the woman’s husband may 
have told Doom.  “Craw-ford hurt his back lifting the steamboat,” Herman Basket said he told Doom.  “He 
said he would stay at the Plantation and sit with his feet in the Hot Spring so that the sickness in his back 
could return to the earth.” 
     “That is a good idea,” Doom said.  “He has been doing this for three days, has he?  Then the sickness 
should be down in his legs by now.” 
     When he returned to the Plantation that night, Doom sent for pappy.  He asked pappy if the sickness had 
moved.  Pappy said how the sickness moved very slow.  “You must sit in the Spring more,” Doom said. 
     “That is what I think,” pappy said. 
     “Suppose you sit in the Spring at night too,” Doom said. 
     “The night air will make it worse,” pappy said. 
     “Not with a fire there,” Doom said.  “I will send one of the black people with you to keep the fire 
burning.” 
     “Which one of the black people?” pappy said. 
     “The husband of the woman which I won on the steamboat,” Doom said. 
     “I think my back is better,” pappy said. 
     “Let us try it,” Doom said. 
     “I know my back is better,” pappy said. 
     “Let us try it, anyway,” Doom said.  Just before dark Doom sent four of the People to fix pappy and the 
black man at the Spring.  Herman Basket said the People returned quickly.  He said that as they entered the 
House, pappy entered also. 
     “The sickness began to move suddenly,” pappy said.  “It has reached my feet since noon today.” 
     “Do you think it will be gone by morning?” Doom said. 
     “I think so,” pappy said. 
     “Perhaps you had better sit in the Spring tonight and make sure,” Doom said. 
     “I know it will be gone by morning,” pappy said…. 
 
     In the summer, while the steamboat was still walking, Herman Basket told how the husband of the 
woman came to Doom again.  “I have done what I could for you,” Doom said.  “Why don’t you go to 
Craw-ford and adjust this matter yourself?” 
     The black man said that he had done that.  He said that pappy said to adjust it by a cock-fight, pappy’s 
cock against the black man’s, the winner to have the woman, the one who refused to fight to lose by 
default.  The black man said he told pappy he did not have a cock, and that pappy said that in that case the 
black man lost by default and that the woman belonged to pappy.  “And what am I to do?” the black man 
said. 
     Doom thought.  Then Herman Basket said that Doom called to him and asked him which was pappy’s 
best cock and Herman Basket told Doom that pappy had only one.  “That black one?” Doom said.  Herman 
Basket said he told Doom that was the one.  “Ah,” Doom said.  Herman Basket told how Doom sat in his 
chair on the porch of the steamboat while it walked, looking down at the People and the black men pulling 
the ropes, making the steamboat walk.  “Go and tell Craw-ford you have a cock,” Doom said to the black 
man.  “Just tell him you will have a cock in the pit.  Let it be tomorrow morning.  We will let the steamboat 
sit down and rest.”  The black man went away.  Then Herman Basket said that Doom was looking at him, 
and that he did not look at Doom.  Because he said there was but one better cock in the Plantation than 
pappy’s, and that one belonged to Doom.  “I think that that puppy was not sick,” Doom said.  “What do you 
think?” 



     Herman Basket said that he did not look at Doom.  “That is what I think,” he said. 
     “That is what I would advise,” Doom said. 
     Herman Basket told how the next day the steamboat sat and rested.  The pit was in the stable.  The 
People and the black people were there.  Pappy had his cock in the pit.  Then the black man put his cock 
into the pit.  Herman Basket said that pappy looked at the black man’s cock. 
     “This cock belongs to Ikkemotubbe,” pappy said. 
     “It is his,” the People told pappy.  “Ikkemotubbe gave it to him with all to witness.” 
     Herman Basket said that pappy had already picked up his cock. “This is not right,” pappy said.  “We 
ought not to let him risk his wife on a cock-fight.” 
     “Then you withdraw?” the black man said. 
     “Let me think,” pappy said.  He thought.  The People watched.  The black man reminded pappy of what 
he had said about defaulting.  Pappy said he did not mean to say that and that he withdrew it.  The People 
told him that he could only withdraw by forfeiting the match.  Herman Basket said that pappy thought 
again.  The People watched.  “All right,” pappy said.  “But I am being taken advantage of.” 
     The cocks fought.  Pappy’s cock fell.  Pappy took it up quickly.  Herman Basket said it was like pappy 
had been waiting for his cock to fall so he could pick it quickly up.  “Wait,” he said.  He looked at the 
People.  “Now they have fought.  Isn’t that true?”  The People said that it was true.  “So that settles what I 
said about forfeiting.” 
     Herman Basket said that pappy began to get out of the pit. 
     “Aren’t you going to fight?” the black man said. 
     “I don’t think this will settle anything,” pappy said.  “Do you?” 
     Herman Basket told how the black man looked at pappy.  Then he quit looking at pappy.  He was 
squatting.  Herman Basket said the People looked at the black man looking at the earth between his feet.  
They watched him take up a clod of dirt, and then they watched the dust come out between the black man’s 
fingers.  “Do you think that this will settle anything?” pappy said. 
     “No,” the black man said.  Herman Basket said that the People could not hear him very good.  But he 
said that pappy could hear him. 
     “Neither do I,” pappy said.  “It would not be right to risk your wife on a cock-fight.” 
     Herman Basket told how the black man looked up, with the dry dust about the finger of his hand.  He 
said the black man’s eyes looked red in the dark pit, like the eyes of a fox.  “Will you let the cocks fight 
again?” the black man said. 
     “Do you agree that it doesn’t settle anything?” pappy said. 
     “Yes,” the black man said. 
     Pappy put his cock back into the ring.  Herman Basket said that pappy’s cock was dead before it had 
time to act strange, even.  The black man’s cock stood upon it and started to crow, but the black man struck 
the live cock away and he jumped up and down on the dead cock until it did not look like a cock at all, 
Herman Basket said. 
     Then it was fall, and Herman Basket told how the steamboat came to the Plantation and stopped beside 
the House and died again…. Herman Basket told how the black man came to Doom a third time.  Herman 
Basket said that the black man’s eyes were red again, like those of a fox, and that they could hear his 
breathing in the room.  “Come to my cabin,” he said to Doom.  “I have something to show you.” 
     “I thought it was about that time,” Doom said.  He looked about the room, but Herman Basket told 
Doom that pappy had just stepped out.  “Tell him to come also,” Doom said.  When they came to the black 
man’s cabin, Doom sent two of the People to fetch pappy.  Then they entered the cabin.  What the black 
man wanted to show Doom was a new man. 
     “Look,” the black man said.  “You are the Man.  You are to see justice done.” 
     “What is wrong with this man?” Doom said. 
     “Look at the color of him,” the black man said.  He began to look around the cabin.  Herman Basket said 
that his eyes went red and then brown and then red, like those of a fox.  He said they could hear the black 
man’s breathing.  “Do I get justice?” the black man said.  “You are the Man.” 
     “You should be proud of a fine yellow man like this,” Doom said.  He looked at the new man.  “I don’t 
see that justice can darken him any,” Doom said.  He looked about the cabin also.  “Come forward, Craw-
ford,” he said.  “This is a man, not a copper snake; he will not harm you.”  But Herman Basket said that 
pappy would not come forward.  He said the black man’s eyes went red and then brown and then red when 
he breathed.  “Yao,” Doom said, “this is not right.  Any man is entitled to have his melon patch protected 
from these wild bucks of the woods.  But first let us name this man.”  Doom thought.  Herman Basket said 



the black man’s eyes went quieter now, and his breath went quieter too. “We will call him Had-Two-
Fathers,” Doom said…. 
 
     “What did your pappy do then?” I said. 
     “He and Herman Basket built the fence,” Sam Fathers said.  “Herman Basket told how Doom made 
them set two posts into the ground, with a sapling across the top of them…. Doom said to the nigger: ‘This 
is a fence.  Can you climb it?’ 
     “Herman Basket said the nigger put his hand on the sapling and sailed over it like a bird. 
     “Then Doom said to pappy” ‘Climb this fence.’ 
     “’This fence is too high to climb,’ pappy said. 
     “’Climb this fence, and I will give you the woman,’ Doom said. 
     “Herman Basket said pappy looked at the fence a while.  ‘Let me go under this fence,’ he said. 
     “’No,’ Doom said. 
     “Herman Basket told me how pappy began to sit down on the ground…. 
     “’We will build the fence this high,’ Doom said. 
     “’What fence?’ Herman Basket said. 
     “’The fence around the cabin of this black man,’ Doom said. 
     “’I can’t build a fence I couldn’t climb,’ pappy said. 
     “’Herman will help you,’ Doom said. 
     “Herman Basket said it was just like when Doom used to wake them and make them go hunting.  He 
said the dogs found him and pappy about noon the next day, and that they began the fence that afternoon.  
He told me how they had to cut the saplings in the creek bottom and drag them by hand, because Doom 
would not let them use the wagon.  So sometimes one post would take them three or four days. ‘Never 
mind,’ Doom said.  ‘You have plenty of time.  And the exercise will make Craw-ford sleep at night.’ 
     “He told me how they worked on the fence all that winter and all the next summer, until after the 
whiskey trader had come and gone.  Then it was finished.  He said that on the day they set the last post, the 
nigger came out of the cabin and put his hand on the top of a post (it was a palisade fence, the posts set 
upright in the ground) and flew out like a bird.  ‘This is a good fence,’ the nigger said.  ‘Wait,’ he said.  ‘I 
have something to show you.’  Herman Basket said he flew back over the fence again and went into the 
cabin and came back.  Herman Basket said that he was carrying a new man and that he held the new man 
up so they could see it above the fence.  ‘What do you think about this for color?’ he said”…. 
 
                                                                                                                                                 


